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vey 23, 1989 


Bod il? 
 aedinmeenmeinaall 


In regretting the ‘unfeiendly” attitudes Lebanon 
and “yrla are taking against one another “at a 
time when hichly important eeonomic probl ane 
impose upon the interests of both oomtrios the 
necessity of their immediate solution in the 
Licht of their eammon interests, leet their 
Joint economies collapse ani lest they be 

faged vith a post Giffieult problem, the problem 
of unennloynent’, the paper states! 


tThe Lebanese and Syrian industrialiats are 
aending one complaint after another, They 
are gomplaining of their hardships which | 
have arisen from the competition of foreign 
goods with similar national mods, They 

are demanding proteetion of thelr products 
through raising oustema dutlea; Limiting 
imports; reduaing the prices of combustibles, 
particularly mazout and electricity; and 
abolishing eity tolls, ‘They sre also expressing 
their readiness to mect with their Syrian 
brethren fer fermulating s Jognt program to 
eo~ordinate their plans with a view te saving 
the Lebaneas and Syrian industries from the 
eriaes frow which both countries are now 
suffering. 


‘nile we full myece ote with the dem.nds 
of the induet. igts, we wieh, at the sane 

tine, that ho harm will reach the Lebanese 
Syrian traders and eonsumers from the adoption 
of hasty mensures before comprehsnsively studying 
the existing problems on the beata of facta and 
figures to safecuard the industrialists and the 
trders at the eame times to preserve Lebanon! « 
and Syea's national wealth; te overcome the 
ovvious imbalance suffered by the trades of 

both countries, and te obaerve the international 
l.wa relating to ourtome and other duties which 
our delegrtes are now studying with the 
international representstives at the Annecy 
jonfer onoees 


ttoragver, we must not forget that Beirut is 
2 commercial port and that the Lebanese, most 
of vhom engage in commerce and trangit trade, 
wish to see their port fléurl ashing and remaining 
.4 the hub of commercial astivities, 


"It 1a aiffieult, but not imposcible, toe drav 

up, in concert with our Syrian brethren, « 
comprehenal¥e economic program to tackle 

these contradietory problema, Tut with 

apodvAll on both the Leb-neae and the Syrian 
sides, thay will undoubtedly ba sble to save 
their industries from these crises .nmi to sorntime 
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their aciive commerce, 


“sould 4% not be in the interests of the 

economies of both oountries if their ri sasiere: 

toe ae and experts meet and study our 
rap problems with ealaness inetead of 

anal ng one another, ng esohoric eration? | 

If this separation is effeated, It will come as 

a deadly blow to the economies of both countries, 


"The interval through which Lebanon's and pie Ai 
econom’ es are paseing ean not withatand sugh 
oonvul sions, * 


Ale § ABAL PapaAL 


advises Syria imnedistely te abandon its ley of 
threats an¢ intinidsticns toward Lebanon "because 
Lebanon ie not afraid of guch thrests and intimid.tions, * 
Stating that tyria's action would eauge only rises 

An the prices of dertatn commodities and would 
aacelerate the lidquldetion of the eoonomic ne 
*“ghigh would be more disastrous te Sypris than te 

Lebanon" the ed@iterlal esutione Syria 


*That the nev regime in Damascus will emerge 

with a mashed reputation, internationally, 

4f {ts wen will eontime their < saive 

attitude toward Lebanon as 2. meult of the 

i hy orisie, The Syrian coup ende>vored 
damongtrate to the wrld that its lesders 

were recgpaeks justice and reform... het would remain 

of this rsgime if it abandoned the noble principles 

4t proal: ‘ined and promised to observe? Koreover, 

Lebanon ani Syria are not two tribal sommunities 

They are teo civilised states and nembers of the 

United Nations Organiz:tion, Therefore, thelr 

differences mist be settled in accordance 

with international preedure and courteates, " 


The editorial then agcerta thet although the onpoaition 
in Lebanon has veleomed the new Syrian regime, it 
atende united acainat the Syrian threata,. Tt ada? 


"The Syrians must not hope that the Lebanese 
people wuld defy their goverment in such 
hat pocboigrtses beeause the Syrian measures 
challenge the entire nation,,..Finally, we 
thew express our confidenge in the efon of 
gponeible authorities in Damasous, so that 
Syria wlll mediste with Syria and will not ask 
Lebanon to do more than its ee te its 
govereiinty and independence promteto do, * 


ADADINAR 


Beclaring that the ry lg coup dlatat still "Lonoke 
ealmnnes: and stsblit Lo and a good 
4nternational reputation which would provide with 
atabllity externally, the paper comments? 
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"ve hoped, when the coup reslired ite first phase, 
that 1% vould develop and become 2 ataete in the 
full ganse of ‘he wri, ‘e hoped that it would 
baild nev Syria on foundstiona of right and law 
not only internally, but in ites external dealings 
and relations, . “hen its first orisis arose with 
Treanajordah and mobilized ite armies and fumed 

and foamed, we exoused it because it v.28 atill 

in the orsadle, Our excuses ebbed @uring ites 
erigic with Iraq and pick rate mow after its 
orisig «ith Lebanon, People are asking everythere 
about the tate of its external stability so long 
as the coup doae not depend in its relationships 
ayul foreaon pollay on internstional lavs and 
traditiona, DBeepite the paasage of several 
weeks oVer the soup, Dam:sous is atill being 
Goniacted by the spirit and mentclity ef this ooune... 


atabiliged) «hatever the motives and eruses 

may be, it lg in the intercate of the coup itself, 
wo return to the fold of the Lav oo that Lt might 
aurvive oni be stabilized internally and 
axternolly, * 


Stating tint the inter Arab problene and disacreenente 
arise from the pergon ] rivalries of the Arab rulers 
themselves, the p per urges "the conscious, alert 

and loyal" people to put a step to the “ambitions 

of Sal Daeg polities and to take decisive action 

to help the nation attain ite hish aima, * 


This paper telle ALL'AL.L, whieh 1a ainpo rting 
the Lebanese goverment and eritioizing syria! s 
frontiers measures, "Where were Lebanon's prestige 
and Lebanon's soverelenty when our frenticrs were 
attsoked by the Zionist gangsters «nd rondered 
thousands of Lebanese homeleas?® 


Aloe ADAF 


maintnaine that the Lauzanne t-lke “are revolving 
in a visious cirele’, that the sonference has not 
yet Gakan a single forvard gep, ani that is would 
be better for the Arab delegates if they withdrew 
fron the confcranoce because the Fal estine provles 
must be solved in the Arab countries and not abroad, 


GAWT ALRAHAAG (May 212) 

publisnes « New York despeteh spi & speech 

Vioee President Harkley has reeently made on the 

o@c-aion of the first anniversary of the fomding 

of Taraeli in thich he sald 
"The orection of Ieraeli means the intreduction 
of democracy in an orea of the ~orld shich has becn 
deniea! demeroy for many a generation. * 


The paper objects to this atatement nd gayst “Han 
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the Vice President forgmtten that Lebanon ia in 
that srea too, or dees “rn, Pinkertén, the Ameriean 
inieter Plenipotentiary in Reirut, adviee him, in 
hia continual reports, ? the tapniiestion! of 
democracy in Lebanont 


BAWT RAR (May 22) 


maintains thet free imports will not at all prejusice 
the protection of national industries, 
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MR ATCAN Loo ction 


BCT? 


Key 4, 1949 


BEI AUT 


In welooming the deooistone the council of “inistors 

hae reeantly taken in f.vor of the Lebaneae industriali ste, 
such as the abolition of the city tobl taxes, the reduction 
of fuel ofl and elestrieity prices and the Ainpogition of 
import licenses on importe? goods the like of which 

iy produced in Lebanon, the editorial asks the authoritieat 


with Syria? These studies vil’. be lame and 
wLil nop on one foot) Is there 1 Lebenese 

tendency torzri economic separ:tion betweon 
Syria and curselves?,... 


"the problem of industry must be Go rehengively 
gtulies in roth countries, It viat be exemined 
once ani for all in Lebanon and Syria and in the 
Ligst of the present and the future, if ve wish 
to protect Lebanese and Syrian trade and industry. 
Otherwise, we are afraid that the menstres will 
net be co~ordincted ond that Syria micht take 
steps “aiich might severely injure the Lebenese 
4ndustries - which have counterparts in Syria - 23 
well ca the Lebunese oonnerce, * 


AXA 


Jomplainin, that the present Ayab generation is 
Loduacious to 2 suladdal degres, whioh loquacity 

4a further ine exsed by modern laventions, the paper 
sondemne the reoriminations that are being daily 
axehanged by the Arab broadeasting st. tions and 


eayat 


“Last week wap vioh in this tye of broadcasts, 
so much oo that we have been aghemed to hear 
the 'commentories' and the ‘annotuncenants!...r. 
diaputes betwaen peoples, ralere and kings are 
not nex “hey are a natural human phenomenon 
fey the giame is 4n using the broader sting 
atetions for spreading our internel quarrels 
amons all the peoples, aa if Arab intere sta 
Aenang thet we offer the world naw evidenoe of 
our ability to babble, * 


AL~ VACAL 


waicn advocates economic agparation from tyria, woLtes 
in parti 
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"4 thout quarrels and bickerings 

“without threats and intinidations 

"4thout roused nerves and recrimine tions 
“7ithout all these, Lebanon and Syria sould 
live as friendly and widerstanding neighbors. 
"But to realize this state ~ aspired by ali - 
each of the two countries must be independent 
in ita monomic life, so much oo that Syria 
will no longer labor under the illusion that 
it is doing Lebanon fevers and that it is 

the source of ite life and exictenoe,.,.Any — 
other course will inevitably lead to disputea, 
amity and miswiderstanding,.. * 


pIYAR 


writes that the "polite" eriticia some of the 
Lebanese neveprpers made on the occasion of the 
eoup d'etat created great uproar in Syria and 
moved the authorities te 8 ger pe the entry of 
these nevspapers into sy anf to make the 
unfounded olsin that the papera were inspired 
the Lebanese Govermment, Stating that since 
Syrian newspapers are now subject to strict 
military sensor , it infers that the prees 
roog tapi against Le is widoubtedly directed 
by the Syrian authorities themselves, It addat 


"The Damascus new ers have exceeded the limit 

ef courtesy politness and have become yellow 

gheets vhich’Nneither value nor manners, Gan nevapepers 
be valucble when they attack our lenders and call 

our fremier a zionis 


"Haga Risth ae-Solh now become a Jew? Have the rulers 
and leaderc of Demasous beoome nationalists? Isa it 
true that our Premier ie a traiter becmise he does 
not give in te wmnton threats? Is he a traitor 
beeaisae <e do not succumb to coercion? Aro they 
nationalists in Demasous? 


"We know the pens that write in the Damasais press. 
We know the Syrian people's views on thes, But t 

we want to know ig the stand of the Demasous Joverment, 
We want to know hat aleZaim would asy if he saw in 
Lebanon any writer forgetting his manners and etiquette 
and describing the ooup in the same way tha nevapapers 
of the 901 4 are deseribing our lecdera, We feel it is 
time for thoge in Damasous to @hAm dowm and for the 
hired pens to vlugh,* 


This poper eritest 


“To days ago, a maber of students attempted 

to throw explosives on the Tussian Legation 

at al-Qantard Street, Policeman Yusuf m 

who guarmie the Legation building, pura eed 

and wees able to arrest one of them called 

De an American national, and te 

over té6 the appropriate authorities for investigation, | 


Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003100090011-5 


Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP83-00415R003100090011-5 


-3- 
eriticizes Colonel Noant al-Zcein for his "arrogance" 
and sayst 


“Today, the rebel ious Zain is mobilizing 

the newspapers wiioh eing his praises, in 

hig attempt te diefi our Prime Minister 
in the imagination of the Lebanese poople 
forget ting that as~Solh wALL renain in Lebanon 
the laurel wiich we entwine in our forelocks 
waenever we pride ourselves in our men and 

4a our loysity and honesty." 


In a gecond article, AN-MU#AD gtates that the 
ayrian authorities have prohibited ite clrewlation 
in Syria beeauge it has defended Defense Mini ater 
Majid Aralan whose reputation 1s being smeared 
Damascus and its nevspape rte 


According to this paper, a “Ligh offielal person: lity" 


has denicd as completely unfounded pres’ repo rts 
that the Lebanese President intends paying a aemi- 
official visit te London, 


ALA BATRA 
headlines dts editertall 
DO NOT CLOSE THE SEA Gate, If 78 LEBARON? 3 
HATUSAL ROUTE TO THE AORLD, LEAVE THE VHEAT 
TNPOWTR FRE. BETARE OF RESTRICTING PREZDON 
OF COM-TUCE, LEBANOI WILL, DIE IN ISOLATION, 
TT SOPcS TO OFT RID OF THE Q2-ON INTRA ‘Sta, 
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BOI CAN LeGaArion, BerruT 
Setneonteeenneiemnenaneianmnacanninenciatanllineteneta tina sts 
May °5, 1949 


Belnut 


is clad beacause of the resumption of economia 
relations between Lebanon and Syria, It tokes 
this occasion to remind both countries of the 
necessity of stronger economic and political 
solidarity in view of the presen of Israeli 
acwoss their borders which “wants to enal:ve 
them economically,* I¢ concludes: 


"Inde, we are hoppy beeause things have 
returmto their normal course betveon the 

tw aister countries, We Teueet the Lebanese 
and Syrian leaders vho are meeting today to 
set ‘le thelr passing di fferencea with 

Wisdom, ‘ve thonk the Egyptinne and the 

S-udi Arabians for thelr mediation and hope 
that the Lebanese President and the Syrian 
le-der wlll pilet the ship ef the tv 

atntes to the shores of safety. * 


ALMHAYA?T 


writes that the measures the Lebanese Government hae 
decided to take for protedting the national industry 
*sonstitute - ne: precedent in our indenendent life, 
which ve suprort but with eaution and the oonsequences 
of thich we ~atoh with keen interest, It might become 
a turning point in our political end aocial systems, * 
Tt then goes on to say! 


“At any rete, protection of the National industry 

is a pmieevorthy movement, vhich ve waloome in 

principle, Fut the dovernment must from now on 
supervise the industry and the industrialists in 

ea guarantee the attainment of the folloving 
enefits: 


“l~ To Improve industrial preduction from 
the standpoint of quality so that the 
indust ste may not be contented 
with the present state and Ray Not spend 
their prefite on unfruttful “industrial 
proj eota, 


"Qe 9 f4x the prices of indus ‘rtal products 
ao that the restriations on imports may 
not be = means for countless profits 
for individuals only. This meagre might 
necessitate the fixing of 7 percentage 
of the profits , so that shen the pm fits 
exceed this persentoge, the sov-rnaent 
will change its import restriction measures, 
and vice versa, 


“Hovever, the industri-l chain is an indivisible 
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unit, If the State has decided to interfere 

with one side, it must alee interfere with 

"ll othe sides, Eeither freadom or restriction... 
The government must be cuided by this eoustee 
in taking its first step along the path of 
restrictions in the interests of all, 90 that 

the rcesults might be beneficial te the country 
and might not create an arbitrary industrial 
capital’ an, “ 


Ale) ARAL 


borders the edges of its front page with heavy black 
lines in the middle of which it prints a large draving 
depleting a orucified man, under the title: LEBANON 
ON THE GROS: OF MAY SECOND ANLIV RSARY: THE 
GOUP wHIG] PARALYZED THE DPMOCRATIC SYSTEM, STABPED 
LIBESTY AND IMPAIRED DIGNITY, Taie 4s folloved by 
a long article which helds the present chamber of 
Deputies responaible for all ef Lebanon's internal 
and external difficulties, The artiole begins in 
the following fashion: 


"0 page of infamy (4 sarmenr! 

"Today, the tvwen { fifth of Nay, 16 a day of 

shame, a day of dlisgrece, a day of the loas 
inerty, a day of the black stain 

on the page of this era of independence, 0 

sons of May be ashamed of yourselves, ,* 


ADe DIYAR 


oalla the second anniversary of the election of the 
present Chember of Deputies a day full of painful 
monorLeg,..,an ill-fated day which has separated 
the people fror their rulers,.. 


Bin? Ale AHMAR 


describea, on the occasion of the sevond anniverscry 

of the foruation of the chamber of Deputies, how the 
wovernnent falsified the eleations and how the people 
and the press objected to them, It then aske the 
President of the Republie, in view of his constitutional 
powers, to dissolve the Chamber in order te ‘relieve the 
nation of 2 body thigh does not reprosent Sem it, * 


AL BAILA 


reviews Lebanon's past and present relations with 

the for-ign sahil and eays the interests of these 
powers in Le nin the form of universh ties, 
schools, institutions, missionaries, cenvents, 
hoepitais, churches, communities and comercial 
enterprises sre sufficient to guarnntee Lebanon's 
independenee both in times of peace and of war, This 
being the case, the paper urges the responsible 
authorities to impreve Lebanon's internal condition 
s@ that 1¢ ill beeome an ideal country and an “abode 
of Precdon, of democratic prinaiples, of civilisation 
ond of prosperity." 
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Hay 26, 1949 
7 ay of We ie8en re ee TEP LS 
Be Tiwt 


Charging that the Lebrnese Government improvi ses 
all ite actions and that it does not base them on 
deep study, “amination and foresicht, the paper 


atateal 


npceemrc tig Sle ben relations besame almst critical 
recently because of a simple inoident whigh 

the Goverment could have overcome with wisdon 

and thoughtfulness, Today, the Government is 

again being inepired by eee gation in handling 

the problem of our national industries, It has 

4e:ued tro decrees for protecting these industrice 
without renching an agreement with the Syrian Government 
on a unifie? program regarding them, without colo sely 
glosely studying these decrees before enacting 

them, ‘thus, we fin? ourselves passing throum 4 

new trial, and trials are posaible in everything 

save” econonie motters beantise these depend upon 

figures, “here are the figures of the Hinistry 

of Nationsl Leonomy? 


“neoree No. 6780 mubjeots thirtily three types of 
artioles imported by Lebanese merchants tw Rats 
ligense to be Lasued by the Mintatry of National 
Keonomy. This meann that the \‘inistry of “oonomy 
will have the right to permit or forbid the 
4eportation of thece types, This right is entrusted 
to the Minister of National Economy, “hile we 

have confidence in the integrity of the present 
Mpniatcr, who will gu rantee for us the (ntercrity of 
hig successor? Pa'bul Building has, in the past, 
disoriminated between one Lebsnene and another. 


“The {nistry of National EKoonomy aleo ismed a 
second decree No. 6781 which abolished a comm ttee 
of disagreeing merchants, induetric lists and 
officials and restricted ita duties to drawing 

a echeiule of the prices prevailing on Hay 23, 1949 
of all the thirty three types for aubaittal to the 
‘inieter of National Seonomy ones every fortnight, 
go that he may personally acqusint hinsolf with 
the fluctation of their prices, This means that 
Af the prices of these types should rise, their 
importation would be permitted; and if they should 
maintain thelr level or decline, their importation 
would be prohibited, ‘Thug the industrialists and 
the merehents wuld live in an undeoided and 

unaet tied atmosphere, Is it possible to ensot 
these elastic decrees to the exclusion of Syria 
with which we form an economic unit? 


“%@, like the Government, wich to protect the 
Lebanese industry whieh should mrvive, provided 
that ve must not injure the consumer and wittingly 
or unwittingly increase the mve of hish prices, 
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why doesn't the Government bear its responsibilities 
and sompletely 8 ggrigs the rtation of certain 
foreign goods eh compete with our national 
edgy pe aa of issuing two decisions that 

are not based on careful study, on facts and 
figures and on agreement with aister Syriat* 


AL-HAYAT 


comments on the present olamor re the proposed 
revision of the Election Law and says the country 
has not seen a more ridiculous drama enacted on . 
on ite internal political stage than the drama 
whioh they call the revision of the Election Law, 
It concludes: 


"While we apprealate the country's difficulty 

in freeing iteelf from the preasure of interests 
and influences, tim we believe that the hig 
authorities will commit a grave sin if they do 

not interfere by iumpocing a sound revision which 
will fundamentally exceed the limit of re-eleoting 
all the members of the Chamber, this limit at which 
pg ae thoughts of the overwhelm majority 

of the Deputies, as proved by the debates of the 
Administrative and Judicial Gemmittee, If goodwill 
4a lacking, it would be better to olose the 
revision page and not to mention it at all. the 
comedy has been prolonged and the discussions on 
ee sub ere have harmed the reforms and the dignity 
6 es Ge 


"Two deorees were issued yesterday prohibiting the) 
entry of the following publications into Lebanons 


"“gawt al-Iraq, published in Arabic in Paris; 
Al-Shabab, Alit Ba', Al-Q.bas, Al-Nadeer, 
Al~Ingilab, Al-'Alem all of which are publi shed 
4n Syria, the Governnent has previously prohibited 
the entry into Lebanon of Roz al-Tusuf, an 

tian review. One himdred and fifty copies 

of this review were confisosted yesterday from 

the newsdealers, * 


AD=DIYAR 


Under the headline "the 'Treagon of Amir Majid Arslan", 
this paper carriea the following editorial which is 
wanslated by Til: 


“amir Majid Arglan is a traitor, according to 

some Damascus newspapers whioh are inflamed 

with nationalismj! These nevapapers publidh 
conelusive evidenee of this treason in the form 
of a letter from Amir Majid te the Mukhtar of 
Shawaya in the South regarding the delivery ef 

the stronghold of Shawaya to Kamil Husain, ‘The 
ls “ee publish the letter and comment: Since 
Kami gain wae a spy, he received the stronghold 
by the order of Amir Majid and then turned it over 
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to his Zionist masters. The Syrians read 
thig ond shake their heads with pain and 
anger....A Leb.nese Hinister ia a traitor... 
Lebanon 4s a traitor....long live the Syrian 
nationalist press and long live the measures 
to satarve Le 


“If the 'natdonalien' of the 3yrfan preas wore 
enlightened, the free writers would have reali sed 
that chawaya 1a located beyond the Palestinian 
frontiers in the direction of Raghaya and is more 
than 35 kilometers from the frontiers, They 
would aleo realize that the stronghold is an 

old 'tin' barracks which the French built -ftor 
their encounter with the Druze in Hasbaya i” 
1925 and then turned 1t into . post for their 
artillery attack on Rashaya, “hen the Frendi 
forcee withdrew and the Lebanese Army took over 
the 'gtronchold', the letter amy abandoned 

the berracke whieh became a heap of ruins end 
rubule! How did the Amir hand it over to 

Kamil fusein seo that the latter micht turn 

it over to the Jews? This is knewm to the 
educated ‘nationalists publishers of the 
Damascus Ne“ spaperse 


"The readdgale Mapas story took place 4 yer agp. 

“hen the bedouine were obliged to evacunte al-H-vla 
under Jeedah pressure an? when the mascea of refugecs 
flocde’ the South, Kamil Husain seked for the Shevnya 
stronhold chere some of the shepherds micht shelter 
with their sheep, His rreovest was complic’ with, 

the AnLY wrote to the wukhtaz of Shawaya demanding 
4ta delivery. ‘The refugees oeatpied it fer thre« 
anye during whieh they found out thet it was 

not suitable and that the area lecked grazing 
ground, 30 they abandoned it and left Sh«vnya for 
other parte, amd thus everything returned to its 
normal course, This 1s the story of the Ghavaya 
atronghold, of ita delivery, and of amir vajid 
Grslan's tresson, W111 the Jyricn newemen sho’ us 
the trenson? Do they want to tell ust when and how 
the Jews took over Shavaye which 1s loested 35 
Eiloneters beyond Hasbaya? 


“She nevemen dmegine® that they serve the coup by 
intrigues, abuses and attooke, ‘they imagine that | 
their rewerde would be doubled by desoribing “iadh 
gg olh as an 'A@on' and Majid Aralsn as 2 traitor. 
If they think a Little, if they use their nind and 
logie, they will find that they are the traitors and 
not the othera, ‘They would reslize that service 

to the enemy ie trecsonable, Is there a grester 
service to the enemy than disuniting the Azabs and 
the irab states? 


“The nationslig of the son of Arsicn doe: not 
require teatimonieoa, “Arabiam onn not be queatione’.. " 
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